THOMAS   CARLYLE
The History of the French Revolution

THOMAS CARLYLE (1795-1881) became the type of the poor
Scottish boy who, by sheer hard work and determination,
made his way up the ladder of success. His father was a
stone-mason in the small Dumfries-shire town of Ecclefechan.
After years of struggle at school and university, Carlyle settled
in London and produced his remarkable works, The History
of the French Revolution (1837), Oliver Cromwell's Letters and
Speeches (1845), and The Life of Frederick the Great (1865).
His historical methods are peculiar to himself. He writes in
an explosive, disjointed style, with many exclamations and
apostrophes. Often the style is hard to follow; but at its best
it is capable of great force and beauty.

The following passage from The History of the French
Revolution will show Carlyle5s method. It describes the flight
of the French royal family from the Tuileries, which was
their prison in. Paris. The party nearly reached the Belgian
frontier, but they were stopped and recaptured. Louis was
executed in 1793, and Marie a few months afterwards.
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